
 

 

 

 

2016 MAYORAL AWARDS 

 

The recipients of the 2016 Mayoral Awards were announced by Mayor Ryan yesterday, December 5 

2016, following on from ‘International Day of People with a Disability' on Friday 2 December 2016. 

  

The Mayoral Awards highlight the contributions made by individuals with disability and by 

individuals for disability communities. The aim of the Alice Springs Mayoral Awards is to highlight, 

acknowledge and give thanks to the people in the community who ‘make a difference’ – 

demonstrated either in their own lives or through their actions and commitment to others. The 2016 

Mayoral Awards included three awards: the Noteworthy Award, the Champion Award, and the 

inaugural Michele Castagna Medal. This year’s guest speaker was Guest Speaker Katrina Webb OAM, 

Paralympian & motivational speaker. 

 

THE NOTEWORTHY AWARD 

The Noteworthy Award acknowledges a person with a disability who has made a noteworthy 

contribution to the community. The 2016 nominees were Matthew Turner and Jol Fleming, and the 

recipients of the Noteworthy Award was Jol Fleming. 

Jol Fleming has explored the most remote corners of the Red Centre while introducing people from 

around the world to the wonders of the desert. Between teaching people how to correctly command 

a 4x4 vehicle and guiding them through outback Australia, Jol is a busy man but the remarkable fact 

that he is doing it all from a wheelchair makes his story unique. Jol’s parents came to Yuendumu as 

missionaries in 1950, living and working in the remote community with their first child before Jol 

came along in 1955. After leaving school, Jol picked up work at Uluru and drove coaches out of 

Sydney for a while before settling into a job at Orange Creek Station, just outside Alice Springs. Jol’s 

4WD class is comprehensive, informative, engaging and inspiring. 

THE CHAMPION AWARD 

The Champion Award acknowledges a person with or without a disability who has been an advocate 

for the rights and well-being of people with a disability. The 2016 Champion Award nominees were 
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Annette Horberg, Sarah Thompson, Jonathon Pilbrow, Brendan Colville and Jarrod Cahir, and the 

joint recipients of the Champion Award were Sarah Thompson and Jarrod Cahir.  

 

Sarah Thompson has personal and professional life experience of being close to and working with 

children with disabilities and special needs. Sarah has grown up with a sibling who has a disability. 

Sarah has taken this life experience and passion for accessibility for those with a disability and 

applied it through her professional career over the last 4 years. 

Jarrod Cahir is the sole Prosthetist in Central Australia and a significant part of this job is being a 

primary practitioner (and also the only person in Central Australia) that is able to manufacture 

prosthetic legs for amputee clients. This is a great responsibility, involving assessing client’s 

suitability to use a prosthesis, manufacturing the prosthesis and finally fitting and training a client to 

then walk with this prosthesis. Jarrod is a champion in this area, in many eyes of the staff at Alice 

Springs Hospital, as he truly respects and treats each client that comes through his doors with a level 

of care that goes well beyond what is standard and expected for this service. 

THE MICHELE CASTAGNA MEDAL 

2016 saw the addition of a new award – “The Access Advisory Committee believed it was only too 

fitting that an award be named in Michele’s honour” said Mayor Ryan. “This medal is awarded to an 

individual that displays tenacity – something that Michele showed every day”. 

Michele Castagna OAM (3/8/1944 - 17/9/2016), was a tireless and active member of Council’s 

Access Advisory Committee for 20 years. “Michele was incredibly committed to improving disability 

access in Alice Springs. She also served for 8 years on Alice Springs Town Council as an Alderman 

over two consecutive periods - the 5th and 6th Councils 1984-1988 and 1988-1992”, continued Mayor 

Ryan. 

 “Michele was integral in the creation of these Mayoral Awards - to highlight, acknowledge and give 

thanks to the people in the community who ‘make a difference’, demonstrated either in their own 

lives or through their actions and commitment to others. These awards commenced in 2009 and in 

2011 Michele herself was the recipient of the Noteworthy Award for her significant contribution to 

the community of Alice Springs through her active community involvement and her contributions 

resulted in improvement of the Alice Springs community” said Mayor Ryan. 

The recipient of the inaugural Michele Castagna Medal was Jol Fleming. 
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Left to right: Brendan Colville, Jonathon Pilbrow, Deputy Mayor Jamie Debrenni, Katrina Webb OAM, 

Jol Fleming, Mayor Damien Ryan, Sarah Thompson, Annette Horberg. 
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